196       A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

Desire.  Desire shows the energy, the concentration, the
impelling characteristics of Will, but matter has wrenched
away its control, its direction, from the Spirit, and has
usurped dominion over it. Desire is Will discrowned, the
captive, the slave of matter. It is no longer Self-determined,
but is determined by the attractions around it.

This is the distinction between Will and Desire. The in-
nermost nature of both is the same, for they are verily but
one determination, the Self-determination of the Atma, the
one motor-power of man, that which impels to Activity, to-
action on the external world, on the Not-Self. When the
Self determines the activity, uninfluenced by attractions or
repulsions towards surrounding objects, then Will is manifest-
ed. When outer attractions and repulsions determine the
activity, and the man is drawn hither and thither by these^
deaf to the voice of the Self, unconscious of the Inner Ruler,.
then Desire is seen.

Desire is Will clothed in astral matter, in the matter which
by the Second Life-Wave was formed into combinations, the
reaction between which and consciousness would cause
sensations in the latter. Clothed in this matter, the vibra-
tions of which are accompanied with sensations in conscious-
ness, Will is modified into Desire. Its essential nature of
giving motor-impulses, surrounded by matter which arouses
sensations, answers by impelling energy, and this energy,
aroused through and acting through astral matter, is Desire.

As in the higher nature Will is the impelling power, so in
the lower nature Desire is the impelling power. When it
is feeble the whole nature is feeble in its reaction on the
world. The effective force of a nature is measured by its